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This is a directory of useful information on dramatics. Several chapters are 
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acting, coaching, and staging. There are lists of plays by grades and for special 
occasions, addresses of play publishers, brokers, customers, and firms furnishing 
scenery and general supplies. There is a rather full and carefully selected 
bibliography. It is a handbook that the director of amateur dramatics, whether 
experienced or not, will refer to frequently and with profit. 



As a Better Speech Week celebration, the students of Lincoln 
High School, Portland, Oregon, wrote and staged a rather clever 
pantomime, entitled "The Crushing of Common Errors." We 
shall be glad to supply a copy on application. 
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"ENGUSHtFTERATORE." By Johw tik 
H an ev. -Ha rcourt. Brace St- Howe. 

Atextboofc on the history of literature can 
be a great force or a great farce. And the 
difference is plainly less a matter of im- 
pressive learning than of tact, proportion; 
emphasis, and neat adaptation to the purpose 
in hand. Textbooks in literary history crowd 
our library shelves, but few of them, it seertsj 
actually succeed in getting boys and girls to 
read for themselves for the sheer fun of the 
thing. And after all the fun of the thing isi 
perhaps the most permanently valuable end 
of .literary study. Dr. Haney's "English Lit^ 
erature" meets this puzzling requirement of 
interest with instruction to a remarkable de- 
gree of success. Adaptation and a somewhat 
novel approach are the two prime virtues of 
the book. The book is rich in fresh personal 
details, oddly significant anecdotes, typical 
remarks-, and so on. Edward Gibbon, forln-1 
stance, is no longer the dim author of "The! 
Decline and Fall," but "a curious little man,' 
scarcely four feet eight inches high, with a 
fat body resting heavily, on slender legs 
and a face in which a small nose was almost 
lost between his chubby cheeks," who out of 
deference to his father dismissed his love 
affair with Mile. Susanne Curchod in char-j 
acteristic accents: "I sighed as a lover; Ij 
obeyed as a son." Boys and girls like that 
sort of thing, and, liking it, retain an im- 
pression of the man, Again, he has deftly 
taken the heart out of most of the great 
stories, and of some tff the minor ones, from 
"Beowulf" to the modern novel, and retold" 
them attractively from beginning to end. 
Thus treated, "The Pearl," too often a mere 
name in our early literature, proves to be a 
theme of surprising beauty and pathos; while 
"The Travels," of the dubious Mandeville, 
fascinate like those of Gulliver. Other-fea. 
tures of "English Literature*' that deserve 
mention are it's scholarship, its ample bibli- 
ography at the end of the volume, its fresh, 
but shrewd assessment of values, and itt 
scope, running from the beginnings and in- ( 
eluding Lord Dunsany and G; K. Chesterton. 
The book should prove an- admirable text 
for tht high school stu3ent and the college 
freshman. Even the graduate student ii» 
search of a swift review would! find *yj**l 
able. 
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SUPERVISED STUDY IN ENGLISH 
FOR JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOLS 

By A. Laura McGregor, Director of Supervised Study, Washing- 
ton Junior High School, Rochester, New York. 

This book is designed to show concretely how the divided period 
plan of supervised study may be applied to the teaching of English. 
In addition to a discussion of theory, illustrative lessons in oral 
English, literature, composition, and grammar are given in detail. 
Chapters are included on the special kinds of skill to be developed 
in English and the use of projects as study problems. 



CANBY AND OPDYCKE'S GOOD ENGLISH 

A liberal textbook for young students of English composition 
written and spoken: "how to be interesting"; "how to be clear"; 
"how to be convincing"; "how to be thorough." Not rhetoric 
so much as good English. 



HATFIELD'S BUSINESS ENGLISH PROJECTS 

The project method applied to the use of English in various simple 
business-like situations real in the pupils' experience: making an 
appointment with the dentist, buying a "rebuilt" typewriter, 
ordering a fountain pen from a mail-order catalogue, or reserving 
a hotel room in advance. The problems are stated suggestively 
and with many leads. Then criticisms and hints for revision are 
added. This is an actual use of practical English that not only 
brings about correct and effective speaking and writing but 
more alert and better balanced thinking. 
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